
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES 9192 June 27, 1995
As a young lawyer, Mr. Burger became ac-

tive in community affairs. He was president
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce and the
first president of the St. Paul Council on
Human Relations. That group, which he
helped to organize, sponsored training pro-
grams for the police to improve relations
with minority groups. For many years, he
was a member of the Governor’s Interracial
Commission.

He also became involved in state politics,
working on Harold E. Stassen’s successful
campaign for governor. He went to the 1948
Republican National Convention to help
Governor Stassen’s unsuccessful bid for the
Presidential nomination.

MAKING THE MOVE TO WASHINGTON

In 1952, he was at the Republican conven-
tion again, still a Stassen supporter. But he
helped Dwight D. Eisenhower’s forces win a
crucial credentials fight against Senator
Robert A. Taft of Ohio. On the final day,
with General Eisenhower lacking nine votes
for the nomination, Mr. Burger helped swing
the Minnesota delegation and gave Eisen-
hower the votes that put him over the top.
Cheers broke out on the convention floor as
an organ played the University of Minnesota
fight song.

His reward was a job in Washington, as As-
sistant Attorney General in charge of the
Civil Division of the Justice Department. He
supervised all the Federal Government’s
civil and international litigation. He told a
young Justice Department lawyer years
later that he would have been content to
continue running the Civil Division for the
rest of his career.

One of his assignments was somewhat un-
usual for the Civil Division chief. He agreed
to argue a case in the Supreme Court, usu-
ally the task of the Solicitor General’s Of-
fice. The case involved a Yale University
professor of medicine, John F. Peters, who
had been discharged on loyalty grounds from
his job as a part-time Federal health con-
sultant.

The Solicitor General, Somin E. Soboloff,
disagreed with the Government’s position
that the action by the Civil Service Commis-
sion’s Loyalty Review Board was valid and
refused to sign the brief or argue the case.
Mr. Burger argued on behalf of the board and
lost. Among the lawyers who filed briefs on
the professor’s behalf were two who would
precede Mr. Burger on the Supreme Court,
Abe Fortas and Arthur J. Goldberg.

After two years, Mr. Burger resigned from
the Justice Department and was preparing to
return to private practice in St. Paul when
Judge Harold Stephens of the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit died. President Eisenhower nomi-
nated him for the vacancy, and he joined the
court in 1956.

His elevation to the Supreme Court 13
years later was made possible by President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s failure to persuade the
Senate to accept Abe Fortas as Chief Jus-
tice.

A BENEFICIARY OF ’68 ELECTION

On June 13, 1968, Earl Warren had an-
nounced his intention to resign after 15 years
as Chief Justice. President Johnson nomi-
nated Mr. Fortas, then an Associate Justice,
as Chief Justice. But the nomination became
a victim of the 1968 Presidential election
campaign and was withdrawn on Oct. 2, the
fourth day of a Senate filibuster that fol-
lowed acrimonious confirmation hearings.

Chief Justice Warren agreed to delay his
retirement, and it was clear that whoever
won the Presidential election would choose
the next Chief Justice. Justice Fortas re-
mained on the Court until May 1969, when he
resigned after the disclosure that he had ac-
cepted a $20,000 fee from a foundation con-

trolled by Louis E. Wolfson, a friend and
former client who was under Federal inves-
tigation for violating securities laws.

On May 21, a week after the Fortas res-
ignation, President Nixon nominated Warren
Burger to be Chief Justice. The nomination
went smoothly in the Senate, and he was
sworn in as Chief Justice on June 23, 1969.

The Chief Justice and his wife lived in a
renovated pre-Civil War farmhouse on sev-
eral acres in McLean, Va. According to the
annual financial disclosure statements re-
quired of all Federal judges, he had assets of
more than $1 million. His largest investment
was the common stock of the Minnesota
Mining and Manufacturing Company.

He was a gardener and a serious wine en-
thusiast who took pride in his wine cellar
and occasionally sponsored wine-tasting din-
ners at the Supreme Court.

By statute, the Chief Justice is Chancellor
of the Smithsonian Institution and chairman
of the board of trustees of the National Gal-
lery of Art, duties that, as an art and history
buff, he enjoyed. He visited antiques stores
to look for good pieces for the Court and
took an active role in the Supreme Court
Historical Society.

He and his wife led an active social life in
Washington and spent part of nearly every
summer in Europe, usually in connection
with a conference or other official appear-
ance.

Chief Justice Burger cut an imposing fig-
ure, and it was often said that he looked like
Hollywood’s image of a Chief Justice. He was
nearly 6 feet tall, stocky but not heavy, with
regular features, a square jaw and silvery
hair.

Proper appearance was important to him.
He once sent a note to the Solicitor Gen-
eral’s Office complaining that a Deputy So-
licitor General had worn a vest the wrong
shade of gray with the formal morning attire
required of Government lawyers who argue
before the Court.

In 1976, he appeared at a Bicentennial com-
memoration in a billowing robe with scarlet
trim, a reproduction of the robe worn by the
first Chief Justice, John Jay. He later put
the robe on display in the Court’s exhibit
area.

A book by Chief Justice Burger, ‘‘It Is So
Ordered’’ (William Morrow), was published
earlier this year. It is an account of 14 cases
that, in his judgment, helped shaped the
Constitution.

Mr. Burger’s wife died in May 1994. He is
survived by his son, of Arlington, Va.; his
daughter, of Washington, and two grand-
children. Funeral arrangements were incom-
plete today.∑
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CONGRATULATING THE STUDENTS
OF MAINE SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

∑ Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize a group of students from
Maine South High School in Park
Ridge, Illinois, who won the Unit 1
award for their expertise in the ‘‘His-
tory of Rights,’’ in the national finals
of the ‘‘We the People . . . The Citizen
and the Constitution’’ program.

As the ranking member of the Senate
Subcommittee on the Constitution,
Federalism, and Property Rights, I
have a keen interest in constitutional
issues. It is exciting to recognize
achievement in an area which is impor-
tant both to me personally and to the
entire Nation.

Pat Feicher taught the winning class
which competed against 49 other class-
es from across the Nation. The follow-

ing students participated in the pro-
gram: Raymond Albin, Julie Asmar,
Marla Burton, Kevin Byrne, William
Dicks, Nicholas Doukas, Neil Gregie,
Conrad Jakubow, Brian Kilmer, Kristin
Klaczek, Joe Liss, Robert McVey, Dan-
iel Maigler, Agnes Milewski, Manoj
Mishra, Vicky Pappas, Devanshu Patel,
Anne Marie Pontarelli, Caroline
Prucnal, Todd Pytel, Seema Sabnani,
Jennifer Sass, Scott Schwemin, Peter
Sedivy, Richard Stasica, Angela Wal-
lace, Andrea Wells, and Stephen Zibrat.

This fine group of students has dem-
onstrated a remarkable understanding
of the fundamental element of the
American system of government.∑
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VACLAV HAVEL

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, earlier
this month, Vaclav Havel, President of
the Czech Republic, spoke at a lunch-
eon in his honor at the John F. Ken-
nedy Library in Boston. President
Havel spoke eloquently about Presi-
dent Kennedy’s New Frontier and the
hopes it inspired in his own country
and among peoples throughout the
world. He quoted the famous words of
President Kennedy’s Inaugural Ad-
dress, ‘‘Ask not what your country can
do for you, ask what you can do for
your country.’’ He spoke as well of our
failure to live up to those ideals, and of
the importance of continuing to strive
for them. ‘‘What we can never relin-
quish is hope,’’ he said.

Present in the audience at the Ken-
nedy Library to hear these inspiring
words were many members of the Ma-
saryk club in Boston, a nonprofit cul-
tural and social organization for Amer-
icans of Czech or Slovak ethnic back-
ground. President Havel’s own personal
courage in leading his country to free-
dom and democracy after the fall of the
Berlin Wall made his visit to Boston an
especially moving occasion for them.

I believe President Havel’s eloquent
address will be of interest to all my
colleagues in the Senate. I ask that it
be printed in the RECORD, along with
Senator KENNEDY’S introduction of
President Havel.
REMARKS OF SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY

I want to thank Paul Kirk for that gener-
ous introduction. Everyone in the Kennedy
family and everyone associated with Presi-
dent Kennedy’s Library is proud of Paul and
his outstanding leadership as Chairman of
the Library Foundation.

I also want to thank John Cullinane for his
effective role in our Distinguished Foreign
Visitors Program. John has been a dear
friend to our family for many years, and we
are grateful for all he’s done for Jack’s Li-
brary.

Today is a special day for the Library, and
we are delighted that our guest of honor
could be here.

The ties that bind the United States and
the Czech people go back many years. We’re
proud to have with us today members of Bos-
ton’s Masaryk Club, named for the great
founder of modern Czechoslovakia.

In 1918, at the end of World War I and the
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
the new independent nation of Czecho-
slovakia was born. Thomas Masaryk drafted
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